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SPECIAL TOPICS. 








I. The Treaty of Tirana and the resulting situation 
with regard to Albania. 


In Bulletin Vol.II No.26 was published the text of the Treaty of 
Tirana signed by Italy and Albania on 27th November 1926 (for commentary 
see Vol.III No.l). 

It will be recalled that the immediate result of the publication 
of this treaty was the resignation of M. Nintchich and the wnole of the 
Yugoslav cabinet. Although internal difficulties contributed to the fall 
of the Belgrade Government, the Tirana Treaty undoubtedly precipitated it 
and M. Nintchich definitely stated that his resignation, at least, was 
Caused by the desire to draw the attention of Europe to the Treaty. 

On December 16th, the Albanian Government announced that the 
Treaty would be denositeéd at Geneva for registration by the League and 
that it contained no secret clauses. The Albanian Government also stated 
that the Treaty did not conflict with the Covenant of the League. 

The Treaty of Tirana was actually communicated to the League on 
8th February, 1927. About the end of February it was announced in the 
Press that Albania had made pronosals to the Greek and Yugoslav Govern- 
ments for the conclusion of treaties similar to that made with Italy. 

On February 24th Signor Mussolini in presenting the Treaty to 
Parliament for ratification stated the importance which Italy placed in 
the continued independance and self government of Albania. 

In synite of rumours to the contrary the Treaty of Tirana was not 
raised at the March Meeting of the Council at Geneva and Albanian news | 
remained uneventful except for one or two rumours in the Press emanating 
from Rome to the effect that Yugoslavia was preparing some coup against 
Albania. Little notice was taken of these renorts and no credence was 
given to them when suddenly the world was startled by learning (19th March 
1927) that Italy had addressed notes to Great Britain, France, Germany and 
other Povers, alleging that the Yugoslav Government was mustering troops 
on the Albanian frontier with the object of invading the country. These 
accusations have been indignantly denied by the Yugoslav Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, M. Peritch, who first announced that Yugoslavia hoped 
that an internatinnal inquiry by military and other experts would be made 
immediately to be followed by a more ample inquiry with the object of dis- 
proving the Italian allegations. 

On March 23rd, i. Briand announced that there was every prospect of 
a satisfactory solution, while the press stated tuat the Italian Government 
were nrenared to accept some form of inquiry, though the Italian press has 
been consistently averse to any anpeal to the League. On tre same day, 
however, M. Peritch stated in the Yugoslav Chamber that he now wished to 
withdraw his previous offer of an investigation by military and other 
experts and that instead he would still be prepared to accept an inquiry 
by the League of Nations if that body considered the situation to be a 
danger to peace. 
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So far neither of the contending narties have made an appeal to the 
League, wile Germany, whose foreign minister is this year President of 
the Council, was averse to taking the responsibility of summoning a meet- 
ing of that body. But there seems now little doubt that the certainty 
that the League would be called in by one of the European powers should 
the situation become more threatening acted as a moderating influence on 
both Yugoslavia and Italy and has prevented a disastrous outbreak in the 
Balkans. 

It was revorted in the Times of March 30th the idea of an investi- 
gation of frontier conditions was in suspense, as it was felt in some 
quarters that an inquiry at such a late date after a warning had been 
given would not lead to a definite result. It was further thought that a 
renewal of direct and friendly negotiations between Italy and Yugoslavia 
would be favoured by both Great RFritain and France. It was pointed out 
in a leading article in the same paner that while an appeal to the Leayue 
Council by one or other of the interested governments had been snoken of, 
the "League existed not to save its members the trouble,of direct nego- 
tiation, but to comnose their differences if and when direct negotiation 


failed". 
(Contributed) . 





2. Tangier. 


In 1856 in a British treaty with Morocco (followed in 1861 by 
Svanish-Moroccan Treaty) there was inaugurated at Tangier the system of 
"capitulations’ By these the Sultan of Morocco delegated authority to the | 
dinlomatic corps and recognized that the subjects of foreign powers remained | 
under the direct jurisdiction of the renresentatives of their resnective } 
nowers excent in certain cases such as the acquisition and the tenure of 1 
land. The Convention of Madrid in 1880 codified the regime of capitula- | 
tions and extended benefits to subjects of all foreign nations. From the 
"Ccanitulations" together with the delegation by the Sultan to foreign rep- i 
resentatives at Tangier of certain rights of participation in the local } 
government “there grew up a sort of international regime". The existing 
"canitulations'’ were made in the Algeciras Act of 1906 such as the establish- | 
ment of an International Banque d'Etat, but in tne various agreements that 
were concluded in regard to Morocco between Great Britain and France, and \ 
-between France and Synain, and in the French Treaty of Protectorate with 
Morocco in 1912 the special character of Tangier was preserved. 

In the Franco-German Treaty following the crisis of 1911 an 
article was embcdied, similar in character to those wnich had appeared in 
every treaty since 1904, in which it was stated that Tangier was in due. 


course to obtain a snecial regime. In 1913 the Governments of Great 
Britain, France and Spain decided to draw up a convention and to introduce i 
the regime accorded by the treaties. The Great War commenced, however, 


before the Governments had signed. 

In view of the great strategic imnortance of the situation of 
Tangier and of the type of regime that had developed, it was essential that 
the question should be settled, and in 1923 a conference met in Paris. On 
December 18th of that year a convention for the nermanent neutrality of 
Tangier'was signed and shortly afterwards ratified by the British, French and 
Spanish Governments. The Italian Government had expressed a desire to 
Share in the deliberations but was refused. 
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Article 3 of the 1923 Convention states that "Tangier srall be 
placed under a regime of permanent neutrality". The sovereignty of the 
Sultan of Morocco is recognized over the town and its zone of about 200 
Square miles in extent. The Sultan is represented by a Mendoub who 
controls the native population. Thus all Moors and Jews such as are 
Moorish subjects are excluded from the International Administration, and 
have their Islamic and Rabbinical Courts of Law. 
For Euroneans, justice is administered in mixed tribunals by 
judges of different nationality and snecial legal codes have been drawn 
um based on those in use in the French and Spanish Zones. A gendar- 
merie of 250 men, natives of Morocco, is nlaced under the command of a 
Relgian cavtain with French and Snanish assistants. 
The administration of the town rests in the hands of an 
Administrator and two assistant administrators. It was laid down that 
during the first six years the chief administrator was to be a French 
subject. The Administrator carries out the decisions of a Legislative 
Assembly responsible for local legislation and consisting of 26 members 
chosen from the subjects of the Powers represented in Tangier, and from 
the Moorish and Jewish ponulation. Tie decisions of the Legislative 
Assembly are in their turn subject to ratification by a Committee of 
Control consisting of the Consuls of all the Powers (excluding ex-enemy 
Powers) who signed the Algeciras Act. 
On August 14th 1926, the Marquis de Estella in an interview 
with the A.B.C. a Svyanish newsnaper put forward a Spanish claim to Tangier. 
Shortly afterwards the Snanish Government nut forwarded to the Govern- | 
ments of Great Rritain, France and Italy and to other signatories of the 1 
Act of Algeciras a memorandum asking that Tangier should be either incor.-. | 
porated in the Snanish Zone of Morocco or under a special mandate. (It 
was understood that the chief cause of the Spanish discontents was that 
the existence of the Tangier cenclave has materially affected Spanish | 
success in dealing with the problems of her neighbouring zone). | 
The three Governments concerned returned an unfavourable reply 
to the Snanish Government, though the Italian Government accepted the 
suggestion put forward in the Spanish memorandum that the Tangier question 
Should be submitted to an international conference of the interested | 
powers. 
In a new Note presented in London and Paris on Sentember 17th, 
the Snanish Government, no longer insisting upon the inclusion of Tangier. 
in the Svanish Zone, provosed preliminary conversations between France, 
Great Britain and Snain to discuss the admission of Italy under a revised 
statute, these conversations to be followed by a plenary conference of 
the nowers signatories of the Act of Algeciras. Informal meetings 
between Senor Quinones de Leon, the Spanish Ambassador to Paris, and M. " 
Briand began in October, and in November the French Government formally 
invited the Snanish Government to discuss the question. Meanwhile, the 


Soviet Government had presented in London, Paris, Rome and Stockholm, a 
Note asserting its interest in the Tangier question as a signatory of 


the Act of Algeciras. 

On February 15th the French and Spanish delegations met in Paris, 
and a memorandum containing the Snanish views on the question was read. 
It was renorted in the Tangier Press that tnese amounted to com»lete 



































Snanish control of the town of Tangier, and the incornoration of its 
zone in the Snanish Zone, with solemn assurances on the part of Spain 
that the nermanent neutrality of Tangier would be nreserved. 

At a further meeting of the two delegations on February 
24th, the French renly to the Syanish memorandum was presented. 
This revnly was not nublished but was understood to be a refutation. 
On February 26th, the Marquis de Estella issued a Note stating that 
the "French Note could not be more cordial nor its arguments better 
put". "The Snanish Government honed, however, to be able to refute 
these arguments". The renly of the Spanish Government to the French 
Note was made on March 9th but its contents were not made public. 

It is believed that the British and Italian Governments 
have agreed to join in further conversations as soon as France and 
Snain have come to an agreement on essential points. 


II. NOTES & NEWS. 





Warshins in Chinese Waters. 
The latest, (March 24th), available information gives the following 


figures of Warships at Shanghai :- 
| 








Flag- ‘Cruiser: Gun-:Destroyer:Mine- :Trans-:Dispatch: Sloon } 

shin. ‘boat: :‘Sweener:port :Vessel =; : i 
Great ; : b : -° : : : : ( 
Britain. | oS. Ze e Zee : ° : ° % | 
U.S.A. 3. 3 1. :( Oiler 1): | 
Japan. (‘ees 3. Oe: § : ; ; : 
France. Led : e 1 l. ; : l. 
Italy. 1 (senior 4 

(officer): 1l.: : 

Holland. : : ks 3 : : : : : 
Portugal.: : : : : ; ; : Ll. 
Snain. ; : 1. 





TOTAL SL asian 





All told there are at present (March 24th) 75 vessels of the Powers 


in the Yangtze divided between 135 places. The largest total ay any one 
nort apart from Shanghai is the 12 ships at Hankow comnosed as follows :- 








Destroyers. : Gunboats : Sloop ; 
Great Britain. : Oe : a: : Re : 
U.S.A. : - : ie 
Javan. ; 1. . 1. 


The Nighth Destroyer Flotilla from England was due to arrive at 
Hongkong on March 25th. 
































2ii€ beigo-vutcn Treaty. 





The Belgo-Dutch Treaty which had been ratified by both Chambers of | 
the Belgian Parliament last Juiy and by the Second Chamber of the Dutch 
States-General (by a majority of 3) last November, was rejected on 24th it 
March by the First Chamber of the Dutch States-General by 33 votes to 17. 

The Treaty accorded certain advantages to Belgium on the Scheldt 
and provided for the construction of two canals, one through Dutch 
territory from Antwerp to Moerdyk (on the Rhine) and the other from 
Antwerp to Ruhrort (Germany). 

The new Scheldt regime was opposed in Holland as involving a 
surrender of sovereign rights and obligations and an increase of the 
financial burden. 

It was further stated that dangers to the rinarian polder lands 
(lands reclaimed from the sea by means of high embankments) were nossible 
through the nowers conferred on the Joint Commission to cut dykes and 
divert the channel to render the river navigable for large ships of the 
type accommodated in the port of Antwern. 

Dutch criticism tended to centre round the fear that the canal to 
Moerdyk would menace the Rhine trade of Rotterdam and permit of undue 
comnetition from Antwerp, but it was stated against this that the canal 
would not be comnleted for 20 years and the Rhine traffic far from remain- 
ing stationary would increase, and better communications should therefore 
be afforded in the interest of good relations. 

Further opposition was based on the fact that the traditional policy 
of recinrocity had not been followed in the negotiations. It was con- 
tended on the other hand by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Jonkheer | 
van Karnebeek, that when Belgian neutrality lapsed, an alternative had | 
tobe found in an understanding with Belgiun. He also denied that with 
regard to the Scheldt there was a secret protocol relating to warships. 
The Foreign Minister also stated that Belgium under the Treaty of 1839 i 


was entitled to a Rhine outlet. 
Following the result of the debate, Jonkheer van Karnebeek proffered | 


his resignation. 





The British Draft Convention for the Limitation of naval, wilitary and 
air Armaments. 
The British Draft Convention for the limitation of naval, military | 
and air armaments was placed before the Prenaratory Commission for the 
Disarmament Conference of the League of Nations at its first public 
session on March 2cth. 
The following is a summary of the Draft Convention :- 
Each of the High Contracting Parties undertakes to limit its 
land, naval and air armaments to figures agreed unon, but it is sti- 
pulated that this provision shall not prevent any of the Parties from 
increasing its land, naval or air armaments beyond the figures set out 
if (I) a war in which it is a belligerent has broken out, or (2) if it 
is threatened with (a) a rebellion, or (b) an emergency involving 
serious military operations, or (3) if such increase is effected with 
the concurrence of the Council of the League of Nations. 
Subject to any agreement to the contrary, a High Contracting : 
Party increasing its armaments for the nurnoses statei shall, when °*: 
peace is restored, or the rebellion or emergency has come to an end, 
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reduce its armaments to the amounts orginally set out. 


Treaty is in force, 
Nationa each year, 
posed to be exnended on its 


Bach of the High Contracting Parties will, while the present 
communicate to the Secretary-Generalof the League of 

in a form set out, a statement of the amount pro- 

land, 


current financial year. 
Hack of the High Contracting Parties will, while the present 


Treaty is in force, 


naval and air armaments in the 


communicate to the Secretary-Geiteral of the League 
of Nations in each year a statement shewing the amount actually expended m 


its land naval and air armaments during the preceding financial year. 


the numbers of effectives. 


The limitation of land armaments shall be effected by limiting 
In regard to naval armaments. the tonnage 


of any one shin, 


figures 


armaments shall be effected by limiting the number of aircraft attached 


set down. 


to shore bases. 
The High Contracting Partics recognize that any violation 


of the provisions of this treaty is a matter of concern to all parties. 


the numcer of tonnage of all ships of its ciass, and 
the calibre of the guns mounted on such shins must not exceed the 

The High Contracting Parties accept the Treaty of 
Washington Agreement limiting naval armament. The limitation of air 


If any party to the treaty is of opinion that another party to the 
treaty is violating the provisions of the treaty, it may bring the 
matter to the notice of the other parties to the treaty. 

The nresent treaty shall remain in force for ten years from 
the date of its coming into force, except Chapters II and IV., which 
shall remain in force for five years from that date. 


Nationalities at Shanghai. 





national Settlement, 


A detailed list of foreign ratepayers in the Shanghai Inter- 
dated March, 


1925, shows the following distri- 


bution among nationalities (those with fewor than 10 ratenayers are 


omitted ) 


British. 1,157. 
Japanese. 552. 
American. 328. 
German. 184. 
Russian. 112. 
French. 98. 
Portuguese, 80. 
Italian. 55. 
Danish. 28. 
Dutch. 26. 
Swiss. 24. 
Austrian. 22. 
Spanish. 22. 
Belgian. 10. 











IlI. GENERAL INTEREST. 





ALBANTA. 
March 18th: Relations witn Yugoslavia. (See Italy). 
Varch 24th: It was reported that detailed accounts continued to cir- 
culate of prenarations across the border in Yugoslavia. 











BELGIUM. 
March 24th: Belgo-Dutch Treaty. ('See Holland). 
March 30th: A Communist motion demanding the de jure recognition by 
Belgium of the Soviet Government was rejected by the Belgian Chamber 
only 4 votes being registered in its favour. 











BULGARIA. 
Varch 17th: The new Yugoslav Minister, M. Nechitch, handed to the King 
his letters of credence and the letters of recall of his predecessor, 
M. Rakitch. 
March 25th: The King received the new French Minister, M. Henri Cambon 
wno wresented his letters of credit. 











CANADA . 
March 24th: Agreements with Italy. (See Italy). 








CHINA. 
March 17th: Mr Geddes, a British merchant was the victim of Cantonese 
robbers who forced him to sign a cheque for 8,000 taels. 
March 18th: General Pe Hsu-cheng interviewed the Southern leaders at 
Sungkiang. 

It was renorted that the Cantonese were making a general advance on 
Nanking. 

Arrangements for the vrotection of the International Settlement at 
Shanghai were renorted to be com>leted, but the internal situation was 
stated to be becoming increasingly difficult owing to the terrorist 
methods of the General Labour Union and the paralysis of the Provision- 
al Court. 

March 20th: Chekiang troops, acting in the Southern interest, occupied 
Changchow, thus severing rail communications between Nanking and 
Shanghai. 

March 2lst: There was continuous firing outside the Shanghai Settlement, 
and many casualties were caused by stray bullets, among them three 














Punjabis were killed. One officer and three men of the 5th Armoured 
Car Company were wounded in an encounter with looters. The Municipal 
Council declared a state of emergency. 1500 American marines landed. 


The Frencn Concession replied to the Cxinese bullets faliing promis- 
cuously in the Concession. 
ThanQhagetung Commander, Pe Hsu-cheng, announced his intention of 
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CHINA (Conti). 








March 2lst: abandoning the defence of the Shanghai area, and was re- 
norted to be making terms with the Southern commander Eo Ying-yin. 
March 22nd: Great disorder was reported in the Chinese quarter of 
Shanghai. Near the North Railway station Shantung troops who endea- 
voured to break through the barricade were fired on by men of the 
Durham Light Infantry. Some 150,000 workers are on strike at Shanghai. 

The Council of the International Settlement at Shanghai issued a 
manifesto which dealt among other matters with the question of Chinese 
representation on the Council. 

Pei Chung-hsi arrived at Lunghua and sent Southern soldiers to contra 
Chapei. 

Changchow has definitely gone over to the South. 

The evacuation of foreign women and children from Nanking began. 

A punitive expedition to Bias Bay (the rendez-vous of the Chinese 
pirates) was carried out by a British aircraft carrier, 2 cruisers, 
a minesweener and a sloon. 
March 23rd: Shooting at Shanghai continued. General Pai Chung-Hsi, 
Chief of Staff of Chiang Kai-shek, had conversations with the British, 
French and Jananese Consul-Generals. He issued an order to all 
workers to resume work but so far without result. 

A complete list of new officials for the Shanghai area was issued 
the Nationalists. 
March 24th: Nanking was occunied by the Cantonese. Nortnern troops 
retreated across the Yangtze. An attach was made on foreigners, and at 
the British Consulate a British doctor was killed and the Consul ay 
wounded. A narty of some 150 mostly Americans were eventually rescued Hi 
by detachments from British and American warships. The rescuers \t 
suffered several casualties. 

The Cantonese leaders at Nanking were summoned on board H.S.M. 
"Emerald" and an ultimatum was presented to them by the British and 
United States Gommanders stating that if all foreigners were not safely 
handed over by the morning of the 25th (the next day) Nanking would be 
considered a war area. 

The general strike at Shanghai was called off. 

A fight was revnorted to have taken nlace at Chapei between the troops 
in the city and the Communists. 
March 25th: It was renorted that as a result of the firm action of the 
British and the United States Naval officers the situation has eased 
sufficiently at Nanking to permit of the withdrawal of the remaining 
foreigners without further drastic action. 

Anerican women and children were evacuated from Hankow. 

Most undistries at Shanghai resumed work. Pei Chung-hsi called offi- 
cially on the Consular Rody and renewed his promises to keen order. 

The Communist Party appointed a Comnission of 19 to administer Greater 
Shanghai. 

Tang Sheng-chi was appointed Defence Commissioner of Wuhan in the 
nlace of Cheng Ming-shiu a supporte of Chiang Kai-shek. 
March 26th: Chiang Kai-shek, the Cantonese Commander-in-Chief, arrived 
at Shanghai. bat 
March 27th: Details of the attack on foreigners at Nanking gave the 
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CHINA (Contd). 








March 27th: numbers as 7 foreigners killed, 7 wounded, and 3 missing. 

Shang Tso-lin, in a statement to foreign Press corresnondents, 
Stated that he contemplated breaking off relations with the Soviet, and 
proposed to discuss the situation with the foreign ministers. 

United States and China. (See U.S.-A.). 

March 28th: Several of the »arty who had taken refuge at thw British 
Consulate at Nanking arrived at Shanghai. 

March 29th: On account of the intensification of the anti-British move- 
ment in the Yangtze region, the British authorities decided to evacuate 
the remaining British Nationals from Chungking, Changsha and Ichang. 

320 refugees arrived at Shanghai from Hankow. 

China and 1™.S.A. (See U.S.A.). 

A Chinese mob rushed the gates guarding the Boulevard des deux 
Republiques, in the French Concession in Shanghai, and carried them 
off. The weakness of the defence of the Concession was reported to be 
a cause of anxiety to foreigners at Shanghai. 

March 30th: Rumours of impending trouble in Peking at the hands of 
the extremists were renorted. The American, British and Japanese 
Ministers held conversations. 

An official statement was published that Hong-Kong would be fully 
nrotected by the Imperial Government. 

Chiang Kai-Shek conveyed his regrets to the Japanese Admiral for the 
Nanking affair. 

March 3lst: Chiang-Kai-Shek made a long statement of his views and 
professions to a large party of foreign journalists. 

It was renorted at Hankow that looting of the British Consulate 
continued, and that British steamers were deliberately fired at with 
machine guns and rifles, and the gun at Lion Hill kept trained on 
vessels under way. 

It was renorted that ifr T.V Soong, the Nationalist Finance Minister, 
had apyroached Chinese Bankers at Shanghai for a,loan of 3-.5,000,000 
(£625,000) secured on the Customs surtax and repayable in five months. 























EGYPT. 


March 30th: It was renorted that as the outcome of conversations 
between the British and Egyptian authorities on the question of the 





retention of foreign officials in the service of the EgyptianGovernment 


about 80 per cent of the foreign officials (of which the great majority 
are British) are to be retained. 


FRANCE . 


March 18th: Charges against the Colonial Administration in Indo-Ciina 
were made in the Chamber by M. Outrey, the Deputy for Cochin-vhina. 
These were denied by M. Varonne, the Governor-General of Indo-China. 

Tne Government laid before the Chamber a Bill for the ratification 
of a convention concluded between the State and the Banque de France 
on February 3rd., concerning the State's debt to the Bank incurred 
during the war in respect of advances made by the French to the Russim 
Government. 

The debate on the sun>rlementary credits for 1926 was concluded in 
the Senate, the credits being adopted by 274 votes against 16. 
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to discuss the conditions on which the negotiations concerning the 

Russian debts owing to France might be resumed. M. Rakovsky and li. 

de Monzie were the heads of the Russian and French delegations 

resnectively. 

March eend: M. Briand made a statement in the Chamber on French 

nolicy in the Balkans. 

“March 23rd: M“. Briand had a series of interviews with Baron Avezzana, 
the Italian Ambassador, with M. Spalaikovitch the Yugoslav Minister, 

and finally with Lord Crewe, the British Ambassador. 

March 25th: The Supplementary Credits Bill was passed by the Chamber 

in its final form. 

March 26th: By 7 votes to 5, with one absentation, the French Benate 

Committee on Woman's Suffrage has rejected a pronosal to give women 

the vote and eligibility to sit in Parliament. 

March 29th: The Government decided to accepnt the offer of the group 

wnich has been formed to take over the match monopoly. A Bill 

authorizing the concession will »e laid before the Chamber. 

March 30th: Baron Aveszana, the Italian Ambassador to Paris, pre- 

sented his letters of recall to M. Doumergue. His successor will be 

Baron Manzoni, formerly Ambassador at Moscow. 

March 3lst: The French and German delegates came to an agreement on 

the text of the provisional commercial agreement between France and 

Germany which will remain in force until the 30th June and the 

agreement was signed by M-. Briand and If. Bokanowsky for France and 

Herr von Hoesch for Germany. 























GERMANY . 

March 18th: The settlement pronosed by the Arbitration Committee in 
the Ruhr mining industry dispute was rejected by both sides. 
March 20th: Twenty people were injured, six seriously, in a fight 
between Fascists and Communists on the vlatform of a Berlin suburban 
railway. 
March 22nd: The Foreign Affairs Debate onened in the Reichstag with 
a sneech by Herr Stresemann in which he referred to the Albanian 
crisis. 

Trade negotiations with Poland. (See Poland). 

A street riot between Communists and the police accurred. 
March 23rd: The Foreign Affairs Debate continued in the Reichstag. 
March 26th: The trial of Lieute Schulz and six other members of the 
"Black Reichswehr" for political murder concluded on Saturday. 
Lieut.Schulz and three others were found guilty and sentenced to 
death. 
March 28th: The debate on the second reading of the Reichswehr 


estimates onened in the Reichstag. 
March 29th: Herr Gessler, Reichswehr Minister, in the debate on the 


























new Estimates, said that Germany must demand the disarmament of other 
nations to the extent of the system imposed on Germany or Germany must 
be placed in a position to meet its adversaries with weapons of 


equal value. ; ; ; 
The Anglo-Russian Comnittee (of Trade Unions) met in Berlin 
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GERMANY @Contd). 
March 30th: In the course of the debate on the Reichswehr Estimates 
Herr Gessler, the Reichswehr Minister, admitted that shells for the 
Reichswehr were obtained from Soviet Russia. 

March 3lst: All narties supported an appeal by a member of the Centre 
in the Reichstag for a revision of the Dawes Plan and the fixing of 
the total of German reparations obligations. 











GREAT BRITAIN. 
March 18th: Note from the Italian Government. (See Italy). 


March 23rd: In the House of Lords, Lord Salisbury made a statement 
on the position in Shanghai. 

March 28th: In the House of Commons, Sir Austen Chamberlain made 
statements on the nositiogn in Hankow, Nanking and Shanghai. 

The agenda on the Colonial Office Conference to be held on 10th May 
has been drawn un. 

March 30th: Sir Austen Chamberlain in the House of Commons, gave 
further details of the outrages at Nanking. He added that the steps 
which it might be pronor for His Majesty's Government and other 
Governments whose citizens had thus been treated and whose flags had 
been outraged were under consideration. 

The War Office announced that Lieut-General Sir William Thwaites 
had been apnointed General Officer Commanding-in-Chief of the British 
Army of the Rhine, in succession to Geheral Sir John du Cane appointed 
appointed Governor and Commander-in-Chief, Malta. 

The Foreign Office announced that a convention had been concluded 
between the British and Mexican Governments for the adjustment of 
pecuniary claims of revolutionary acts which occurred between Novem- 
ber 1910 and May 1920. 

March 3lst: The Cabinet had the subject of China under consideration. 
April lst: The List of the Delegates representing the Colonies, 
Protectorates and Mandated Territories at the Colonial Office Confer- 
ence in May was published. 


























GREECE . 
March 29th: The Greco-Rumanian Commercial Convention was signed in 


Athens. 





HOLLAND . 
March 24th: The First Chamber of the States-General rejected the 


Belgo-Dutch Treaty which had previously béen ratified by the Second 
Chamber and by the Belgian Parliament. The Foreign Minister, 
Jonkheer van Karnebeek, resigned. 





HUNGARY . 
March 29th: The Council of Ambassadors decided at a meeting in Paris 








that the Inter-Allied Commission of Control on Hungarian disarmament 
should cease to function after March 3lst. 

















ITALY. 





March 18th: The Government notified the British and other Governments 
that it had received information that preparations were being made 
on Yugos/av territory for an incursion on a formidable scale into 
Albania for the purnose of overthrowing the existing Government in 
Tirana. 

Note from the Soviet Government. (See U.S.S.R.). 
March 2lst: Minister to Tangier. (See Tangier). 
March 22nd: Gemil Bey Dino, the Albanian Minister at Rome, called at 
the Foreign Office. 
March 24th: Signor Mussolini and Mr Mackenzie King have ratified the 
Administrative agreements between the Canadian Department of Immi- 
gration and Colonization and the Italian Commissariat General of 
Emigration. 
March 26th: The Chamber of Deputies approved the naval estimates for 
the financial year 1927-1928. 
March 27th: The eighth anniversary of the formation of the first 
section of the organization which later develoned into the Fascist 


Party was celebrated throughout the country. 


























JAPAN. 


March 29th: The Cabinet decided to join the United States and Great 
Britain in the negotiations in regard to the Nanking outrages. 





LEAGUE OF NATIONS - 








March 2lst: The Prevaratory Commission for the Disarmament Conference 
of the League of Nations onened its deliberations. Lord Cecil sub- 
mitted a British Draft Convention for the limitation of naval, mili- 
tary and air armaments. 

March 22nd: M. Paul Boncour made public the French Draft Convention 
for the limitation of naval, military and air armaments. 

The third session of the Committee of the League for the progressive 
codification of internaticnal law opened at Geneva under the 
chairmanshinv of M.Hammarskjold. The Committee will continue its 
work in private. 

March 23rd: At the sitting of the Preparatory Commission for the Dis- 
armament Conference of the League of Nations, M. Paul Boncour gave an 
exvlanation of the French Draft Convention. 

March 25th: The Preparatory Commission on Disarmament concluded its 
preliminary discussions. Lord Cecil explained British policy. 

March 29th: The Preparatory Commission for the Disarmament Conference 
discussed the French vronosal for a separate limitation of metropoli- 
tan and overseas land forces. Lord Cecil pointed out the obstacles 
that prevented British adherence to such a proposal. 

March 30th: The Preparatory Commission for the Disarmament Conference 




















considered the relations of home and colonial forces. 
Repiying to the Japanese delegate, Lord Cecil stated that the 
increase of the British troops in the East was a temporary measure. 
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MEXICO. 





March 22nd: Mexico and U.S.A. (See U.S.A.). 
March 50th: Convention with the British Government. (See Great Britain). 














MOROCCO. 
March 29th: In view of the unrest in Katama on the borders of the 
French and Spanish Zone in Morocco, General Sanjurjo has gone to 
Targuist to reorganize the overations against the insurgents. 
March 30th: A sharp engagement took place during a pnolice oneration, 
which was carried out against the Kaid Abd-el-Krim Udrassi, in the 
country of the Beni Idir, south-west of Tetuan. A oost near Tlota, 
in the Jebel Habib district was attacked by insurgents. Three Spanish 
nosts were renorted to have been cantured by the Kaid Budria in the 
Beni Ghomara country. 











NICARAGUA. 
March 25th: Fresh proposals by Dr Juan Sacasa directed to the solu- 
tion of the Nicaraguan imnasse through the mediation of the adjoining 
Central American Renublics was met with an immediate rebuff from the 
Costa Rican Government. 








NORWAY . 
March 25th: The trial of M. Berge, a former Prime Minister, and his 
Cabinet colleagues, on charges of having given large money grants to 
the Norske Handelsbank without proper authority was concluded. 
All the accused were acquitted. 





POLAND . | 
March 17th: A conference was held in Warsaw, under the auspices of i 
the Government with a view to the settlement of the textile strike 14 
in which gome 160,000 workneople are involved. | 
March 18th) Official celebrations were held throughout the county 

& 19th: ) in honour of Marshall Pilsudski's name-day. 
March 19th: The textile workers agreed to resume work immediately. 
March 22nd: The Polish Government agreed to the vroposals discussed 
by Herr Stresemann and M. Zaleski at Geneva as the basis for the 
resumption of the trade negotiations between Germany and Poland. 
The Seym reassembled and passed the Budget into law, the amend- 
ments that had been pronosed by the Senate being rejected almost 
without exception. 
A motion of"™no confidence'in the Ministers of Agriculture and 
Justice by the Radical Peasant Party was defeated. 
March 25th: A Presidential message proroguing the Seym for an inde- 
finite time was read by M. Bartel in the Chamber. 
It was renorted that negotiations for the conclusion of a non 
aggression nact befween Poland and the Soviet had been resumed. 























RUMANTA . 
March 19th: M. Lenedatu, Minister of Finance, resigned. 
March 25th: The Prime Minister, General Averescu, took charge of the 
Ministry of Finance. 
March 29th: Commercial Agreement with Greece. (See Greece). 


























SYRIA. 
March i7?7th: A skirmish was reoorted from Homs. 








TANGIER . | 
March 2lst: Signor Bastianini, Under-Secretary for National Economy 
in the Rome Cabinet, was appointed Italian Minister at Tangier. 





U.S.A. 


March 22nd: The Government has notified the Government of Mexico of 
its intention to terminate the Convention between the two countries 
"to prevent smuggling and for certain other objects". 

March 24th: The Columbia University economist replied on benal? of 

his colleagues to the letter which the Secretary of the Treasury lir 
Mellon recently wrote to the Faculty of Princeton University. 

March 25th: Mr. Kellogg, Secretary of State, in a statement on China 
stated that the State and Navy Denartments "stand squarely at the back 
of Admiral Williams and our commanders in what they have done to pro - 
tect American citizens and American vronerty rights. President 
Coolidge and the Cabinet discussed Chinese Affairs at a meeting. 

March 27th: Following a request for reinfercements, the Government 

has decided to send to China 1,500 more Marines, with 12 aerovlanes 
and a battery of artillery. 

March 29th:The State Denartment published a despatch from the United 
States Minister at Peking containing the substance of a report from 
Nanking, dated 27th March, in which it was stated that the outrages 
committed by the Nationalists at Peking were even more riotous than 
was at first realised. 

















U.S.S.R. ib 








March 1éth: The Government through the Fmbassy in Rome presented 
Note to the Italian Minister for Foreign Afiairs protesting against 
the ratification by Italy of the Treaty of Paris concerning Eessarabia. 
March 27th: Poland and a Non-aggression Pact. (See Poland). | 
March 29th: “*.Kuibysheff, Chairman of the Supreme Hconomic Council, 
gave an address on the internal economic situation before a conferen- 
ce in Moscow of the chemical industry of the U.S.S.R. 

Recognition by Belgium. (See Reigium). 
March 3ist: It was renorted that the Red Trade Unions of Moscow had 
sent 100,000 roubles(£10,000) to Shanghai trade unions for "the relief 
af the victims of the Anglo-American bombardment of Nanking". 




















YUGOSLAVIA. 








March 18th: Yugoslavia and Albania. Italian Notes. (See Italy). 
March 20th: During the Budget debate the Foreign Minister, M.Peritch, 
announced that Yugoslavia would nronose to the Powers interested that 
n international military commission should investigate the ifacedon- 


a4 
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ian and Albanian frontiers to prove wnether or not Yugoslavia 


concentrating troops. 
March 29th:It was renorted that the nroject of military investigation 


was to be ahandoned. 
“arch 3lst: The vote on the Budget was followed by a Parliamentary 

















crisis due to the accusations made against the Miuister of the 
Interior, "*. Boja Maimovitch. 
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IV. LEAGUE OF NATIONS NOTES. 


& V 





The Disarmament Situation. 
Under the nresidency of Jonkheer Loudon (Holland) the Prenaratory 
Commission for the Disarmament Conference is continuing its work upon 





Vee 
drawing un a draft Disarmament Convention. Tiscussion has centred around 
the British and French proposals. On the question of limiting trained 


reserves it is clear that many of the features of tne British plan (e.g.i 
regard to conscription) will have to be abandoned owing to opnosition from 
the French, Belgian, Italian, American and other Governments. The debate 
Or: this asnect of the problem has now clos ed Ln f 
the separate limitation of home and overseas forces, put forward by France, 
8 also giving rise to divided oninion, the Italian delegate and Viscount 
Cecil being among those who have criticised the scheme. 

Any decisions reached as a result of the conversations on naval dis- 
armament pronosed by President Coolidge of the U.S.A. will probably be incor- 
porated in the framework pf the draft Convention at 2a later date. 


An interesting proposal 


The Soviet and the League. 





There is a nossibility that eal oviet Government may, after all, be 
i represented at the Disarmament Conference. Since the murder of Vorovsky, 
the Soviet Delegate, at Lausanne in 1923. and the consequent rupture of 
dinlomatic relations between Switzerland and Russia, the latter country has 
refused to be represented at any conference on Swiss territory. Negotia- 


petween the 
known that 


tions are now going on witl. a view to settling the differences 
“ 
ie Disarmament 
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two States. M. Motta, the Swiss President, has also let it 
his country will not feel offended if it is decided to hold 
Conference outside Geneva. 


Child Labour and Films. 
The International Labour Organisation of tne League, in resnonse to a i 

squest of the First International Cinematograph Congress held at Paris last 
autumn, has been making a study of the conditions of emynloyment of children . 
in the cinematogranh industry. Already a great deal of valuabie information 
has been collected at Geneva. It is found that in no country is the employ- 
ment of children in this industry absotutely forbidden, b 
countries the grant of a snecial permit is obligatory. 
Austria, Germany, Italy, and in the States of New York and 
In several countries too, the numper of hours that may be worked by 


is strictly iimited. 





* 
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(By_the courtesy of the League of Nations 











rm 


























| 
| V. FORT'COMING EVENTS. 
Lc 27 ao 
APRIL 7TH. ‘COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS FOR T'E CO-ORDINATION OF bh 
; peal LIBRARIES PARIS. 
APRIL 25TH. 'ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR TEE PROEECSIO N AW] 
| WELFARE OF CHILDREN AND YCU.'G PHO? GE AEVA . 
APRIL 25TF TINTHRNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON RABIES. PARIS. 
APRIL 27TE. ‘SUPERVISORY COM‘ISSION GENEVA . 
APRIL SOTH. ‘CHILD WELFARE COMMITTEE. GENEVA . 
MAY 4TH. "INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CONFERENCE . GENEVA. 
AY 4TH-21ST NTERNATIONAL OIi EXHIBITION LONDO!] 
MAY 25TH. 'TE NTH SESSION OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR 
CONFERENCE . GENEVA. 
| Pe ran ee oo . er } 
JUNE 6TH. "45TH SESSION OF THE COUNCIL. HNEVA . 
JUNE 7TH-17TH I°TERNATIC™’AL COUNCIL FOR WOMEN MEETINGS GENEVA. 
| 
JUNE L5TH 'L2TYP ORDINARY SESSION OF THE PERMANENT COURT 
OF INTERNATION. JUSTICE THE HAGUE. | 
| | 3) 
JUNE 15TH. "SUPERVISORY CO?*ISSION GENEVA. (} | 
JUNE 2OTH. 'PERITANENT MANDATES COMMISSION. GENEVA - 
i 
JULY 4TH "CONFERENCE FOR THE CONSTITUTION OF AN INTER- 
-NATIONA:, RELIEF UNION. TH NEVA. 
TrTTT Uy TT ™ 7 7 PATT™ » are mn T mea 
JULY "PLENARY MENTING OF THE INTERNATIONAs COMMITTEE | 
FOR INTELLECTUAL CO-OPERATION. GENEVA. 
JULY 'SUB-COiMITTER OF EXPERTS FOR THE INSTRUCTI OF 
YOUTH IN THE AIMS OF THE LEAGUE OF arcs. THINE VA 
VI. NOTICES 
. The Renaration Commission held a meeting on Saturday, 2oth 
“arch, under ‘ee Chairmanship of M. Fernand Chapsal and proceeded to 
examine various questions, particularly the costs of the Armies of Occu- 
nation in Germany period lst April 1926 to 10th Jany. 1930 and contracts 
for the delivery of commodities from the Saar period lst April 1927 to 
Sist March 1928. 
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